Other Wildlife Habitat
Improvements

Why natives? Our local vegetation evolved
with insects, birds, and other animals to create
complex food webs. Wildlife consumes fruits,
nuts, and seeds for sustenance, while helping to
propagate the regional vegetation. Native plants,

especially tree species like oaks and other
keystone species, are also host to a large variety
of insects (especially caterpillars), which in turn
are eaten by birds and other animals. Young
nestlings, in particular, must consume large
numbers of caterpillars in their first weeks of life.

Non-native vegetation can provide some fruits,
nuts, and seeds, but it does not host the insects
that are vital to birds and the web of life. As their
seeds are spread by wildlife, many non-native
plants become “invasive” by outcompeting local
vegetation and disrupting the local ecology:.

Visit our website for complete information on:

* How to sign up for the Bird-Friendly Habitat
Certification program

* Why native plants are important

* Recommended native plants

* Where to buy native plants in the local area

* Local native plant landscapers

* Identifying and removing invasive plant species

* Leave your leaves!

* How to reduce bird-window collisions

* Other ways to improve wildlife habitat

https://wakeaudubon.org/bird-friendly
habitat-certification-program

There is a one time application fee of $50.
Questions? Contact us: birdfriendly@wakeaudubon.org
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Bird-Friendly
Habitat
Certification
Program

The Wake Audubon Society
has developed a certification
program to recognize your
efforts in providing habitats
where birds and wildlife can
thrive. To be certified, you will
need to: use native plants at all
vegetative layers from the tree
canopy down to perennials and
ground cover; remove invasive
plants; and take other steps to
improve wildlife habitat.
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Bird-Friendly Habitat
“Under Construction”

* Property does not qualify yet for certification

* Property owner plans to add enough native
plants to achieve certification

* Property owner plans to remove enough
invasive plants to achieve certification

* All vegetative layers including trees, shrubs,
and the herbaceous layer are present or are
in the planning stage, as the size of the
property allows

* Leaves are left at the ground layer all year
long where possible

* Use of herbicides and insecticides is
minimized and rodenticides are not used

* At least two other wildlife habitat
improvements are present (see list on
other side)

* An “Under Construction” sign will be given

High Threat Invasive Plants

BIRD-FRIENDLY HABITAT
Under Construction

This property is working to support
birds by creating a space that:

Does not use insecticides
Increases native plant species
Removes invasive plant species

y. Enhances shelter and nesting sites
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Certified Bird-Friendly Habitat

This Property.
l Uses Native Plants
Removes Invasive Plants
Does Not Use Insecticides
Provides Shelter And Nesting Habitat

wakeaudubon.org

Typically seen high threat invasives:

Certified Bird-Friendly Habitat

* Property has at least 30% coverage of native
plants, including some keystone species, and
property owner plans to continue to add species

* High threat invasive plants cannot cover more
than 15% of property and property owner plans
to keep them under control or remove them

* All vegetative layers including trees, shrubs, and
the herbaceous layer are present or are in the
planning stage, as the size of the
property allows

* Leaves are left at the ground layer all year
long where possible

* Use of herbicides and insecticides is minimized
and rodenticides are not used

* At least four other wildlife habitat improvements
are present (see list on other side)

* A “Certified” sign will be given




